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NUAL REGISTER, 1786. .

« yejeCted ; that his majefly had
«¢ lately thought it neceflary to ap-
fecond reading, it < peal to the eletors of Great Bri.
nearly the fame ¢ tain againtt the power of an arif. §
re. ¢ tocracy ; that on that occafion
d defeats did not ¢ but one-fourth of the people of
¢ of the Irith re- ¢ England exclaimed againft their
purfuit of their fa- ¢ Houfe of Commons, and the {o.
but as all hope of ¢ vereign prudently diffolved a par.
eliberate co-opera- ¢ liament which had loft the confi.
snt was at an end, ¢ dence of a quarter of the na. 3
sir applications to tion, and declared his readinefy
whence experience  ¢¢ to adopt whatever he fhould col<
sht them to look for ¢ le€t to be the fenfeof his people; |
exertions ; as go- < and that they therefore looked
aot yet ventared to ¢ up to him with the utmoft confi.
yality of the volun- ¢ dence for the immediate diffolg-
, the people at large ¢ tion of the parliament of Ire.
n to provide them- ¢ land, in compliance with the al.
ms, and to array ¢ moft unanimous requeft of his
er that defeription. << loyal fubje@s of that kingdom,”
ilar aéts of the new In the addrefs, the complicated’
\ fome of which par- hardfhips they had fuffered from thes
fo involved by the abufe of power were detailed with
them, ferved greatly great warmth and freedom; the
. general difcontent continuance of thefe {ufferings they
attribute to the defefls of their re-
prefentation in parliament ; and
they appeal to experience for the:
ineflicacy of every means they had
employed to obtain redrefs. They
therefore call upon and conjure theirs
fellow-fubjeéts to unite with thent
in the purfuit of fome more efficas
cious plan for the removal of the
general calamity s and with this:
view they propofe- that five perfons
thould be eleéted from each countyy
city, and confiderable town, to
meet in Dublin in national cons

nteers out of view;
wed to be bronght

On the 7th day of
ne a meeting was
gregate body of the
iblin. Tt was here
fent another petition
nd in the mean time
by a circular addrefs,
e body of the people
and vigorous exer-

\, after enumerating
grievances, and la-
his majefty’s admini-
have taken an active grefs. ;
¢ meafures of which  But the moft remarkable features
:d, ftates, < That this in this addrefs was, a propofition (&
aftance the more ex- admit the Roman catholic fubjedts
, as the firft minifter of that kingdom to a participation
| had virtuoufly de- in the rights of fuffrage at the!
[elf in favour of the eleftion of members of parliaments

eafure which had been "Though this meafure was not only
' confonat®

E
eonfonant to the gcncra!' prmcqﬁe:
of the reform they meditatecs uh
- rcmifednofmallaccciﬁonof ftrengt
to the common gaufe, ycttthg fin-
cerity of the Trifh protel.m;tsvgg
this point, farther than as it fer :
the prefent turits has been much

do}l:tead.{»'grme; yolume we had oc-
cafion to remark, as one of ﬂ’le
confequences of the general cala.
mity in which the late war had in-
volved the country of Ireland, that
the prejudices cnte_rtamcd againit
the papifts in that kingdom appear-
ed, in fome degree, t© be giving
way to more liberal, wife, and equi-
table fentiments. The yolunteers,
at a very early period, exprefled
their abhorrence of the unjuft and
impolitic treatment of fo great a
majority of their fcliotv-fub_]g&s;
they recommended their caufe to
the attention of the legiflature, and,
in fome counties, even invited them
to range themiclves under the fame
banners in the fisld, But the great
political objets then in view being
obtained, no other relicf was grant-
ed to the catholics, than the repeal
of a few of the moft cruel and op-
preflive claufes in the laws enated
againft them *.

* Byan at paffed in 1778, Roman ¢
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When ‘the bufinefs of equal re-
prefentation began to be agitated,
the cafe of the Roman catholics was
again brought forward, and the de-
legates of the meeting at Dungan-
non, in the yeagp 1783, were in.
ftructed to confider of the beft plan
of admitting them fo an equal par-
ticipation in the benefits of the
projected reformation. At the fub-
fequent meeting of the convention
in Dublin, when that fubjett was
propofed for their confideration, a
pretended letter was produged from
the Earl of Kenmare, purporting to
convey the general {entiments of
the Roman catholies of Ireland, in
which they were made to exprefs
their perfect fatisfaétion with what
had been already done for them,
and that they defired no more than
peaceably to enjoy the privileges
they had obtained, ~But though
this letter was publicly difavowed,
both by the refpectable perfon from
whom it was faid to have come,
and by a geveral aflembly of the
committee of the Irifh catholics,
who aclknowledged themfelves to
have too great a refemblance to the
reft of their fpecies to be defirous
of oppofing any thing that tended
to their relief, and that they fhould

atholics were empowered to take lenfes

for any term of years, not exceeding nine hundred and ninety-nine, or for any
term of years determinable on any number of lives, not exceeding five. They
were now enabled to purchafe or take by grant, limitation, defcent, or devife, any
lands, tencments, or hereditaments, in’ this kingdom, with certain exceptions,
and to difpofe of them by will or otherwife ; to defcend according to the courfe of
common law, devifable and transferable in like mannger as the lands of proteftants.
By the fame law, certain penal adts refpecting the hearing and the celebrating of
s forbidding Roman catholics to keep a horfe of or above the value of five
pamnds 5 empowering grand juries to levy from them, in their refpeétive diftriéts,
money to the amount of fuch lofles as were fuftained by the depredations of PFi=
Wateers ; requiring them to provide in towns proteftant watchmen ; and forbid.
ding the_m to lnh'.:b'Et the city of Limerick, or fuburbs, were repealed. ‘
ﬂrﬁ’awtﬂt‘hoi f'th; former aéts as forbad them to teach fchool publiely, or to ing
3’ their own profeffion in private, was alfo repealed ; and a law

enadte;
swa childien,

te-permit them to have the guardianthip, the care, and the tuition of their
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